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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to Request for Continuation Examination (RCE) filed 
October 29, 2007. Claims 1-8, 20, 22-28 are presented for further examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-8, 20, 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Klug et al. (hereinafter "Klug", US 6,823,327 B1) in view of Bezos et al. (hereinafter 
"Bezos", US Patent 6,029,141). 

As per claim 1, Klug discloses an information processing apparatus terminal device, 
said information processing apparatus capable of transmitting to a terminal device 
information concerning at least one apparatus that is external to said information 
processing apparatus, said information processing apparatus comprising: 

• receiving means for receiving, after the terminal device has accessed said 
information processing apparatus, a request signal from the terminal device to obtain 
information by which the terminal device may access the external apparatus(column 
2, lines 7-10, 37-41); 

• user identifier generating means for generating identifier corresponding to the 
terminal device in response to request signal (column 2, lines 13-15, 41-45); 
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• generation source identifier storage means storing a generation source identifier, the 
generation source identifier identifying said information processing apparatus as 
generation source of the user identifier (column 2, lines 13-15, 40-50); 

• first transmitting means for transmitting the user identifier and the generation source 
identifier to the external apparatus to enable the external apparatus to record the 
user identifier and the generation source identifier as associated entries in a 
database (column 2, lines 47-51, column 5, lines 3-5, 23-26, 35-41); 

• second transmitting means for transmitting the user identifier and the generation 
source identifier to the terminal device to enable the terminal device to request 
access to the external apparatus by sending the user identifier to the external 
apparatus and to enable the external apparatus to use the user identifier, the 
generation source identifier, and the database to identify the terminal device as 
being introduced by said information processing apparatus (column 2, lines 7-10, 13- 
15, 37-45, column 11, lines 8-13, 43-50). 

Klug does not explicitly disclose: 

• A generation source identifier assigned to said information processing apparatus by 
the external apparatus. 

However, in an analogous art, Bezos teaches a system that enables businesses 
(associates) to market products in return for a commission that are sold from a 
merchant's web site. The associate grants the merchant a unique associate ID. This ID 
is used when linking to the associate's website (Abstract, column 16, lines 64-67, 
column 17, lines 5, 10-13). 
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Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Bezos's assigning a source 
identifier by the external apparatus in Klug's apparatus allowing the task of marketing 
the merchant's products to be efficiently distributed among entities that have 
established reputations and exposure. 

As per claim 2, Klug discloses the information processing apparatus according claim 1, 
wherein the request signal received by said receiving means is a request for the 
information processing apparatus to issue a user password, the user password being 
the user identifier and the introduction password being the generation source identifier 
(column 2, lines 13-31). 

As per claim 3, Klug discloses the information processing apparatus according claim 2, 
wherein said receiving means includes means for receiving individual information of the 
user operating the terminal device (column 1, lines 47-60). 

As per claim 4, Klug discloses the information processing apparatus according to claim 
3, wherein the user password and the introduction password used for accessing 
homepage information contained within the external apparatus, identifies the 
homepage information the information processing apparatus to the external apparatus 
(column 2, lines 5-25, column 4, lines 24-33, column 5, lines 1-7, 18-25). 
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As per claim 5, Klug discloses the information processing apparatus according to claim 
3, further comprising individual information storage means for storing the received 
individual information (column 5, lines 14-17, 29-31, 35-38). 

As per claim 6, Klug discloses the information processing apparatus according to claim 
5, wherein said user identifier generating means generates the user password in 
association with the received individual information, and then transfers the user 
password to the individual information storage means which stores the user password in 
association with the individual information (column 2, lines 7-10, 37-41, column 11, lines 
8-13,43-50). 

As per claim 7, Klug discloses the information processing apparatus according claim 1 , 
wherein the generation source identifier stored by said generation identifier storage 
means identifies homepage information (column 5, lines 14-17, 29-31, 35-38). 

As per claim 8, Klug discloses the information processing apparatus according to claim 
7, wherein the generation service identifier storage means stores an introduction 
password as the generation source (.column 5, lines 14-17, 29-31, 35-38). 

As per claim 20, Klug discloses an information processing method comprising the steps 
of: 
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• receiving, at a first information processing apparatus after the first information 
processing apparatus is accessed by a terminal device, a request signal from the 
terminal device to obtain information by which the terminal device may access at 
least another apparatus that is external to the first information processing apparatus 
(column 2, lines 7-10, 37-41); 

• generating, at the first information processing apparatus, a user identifier 
corresponding to the terminal device in response to the request signal (column 2, 
lines 13-15,41-45); 

• storing, at the first information processing apparatus, a generation source identifier 
identifiying the first information processing apparatus as generation source of the 
user identifier (column 2, lines 13-15, 41-45); 

• transmitting, from the first information processing apparatus to the external 
apparatus, the user identifier and the generation source identifier to the external 
apparatus to enable the external apparatus to record the user identifier and the 
generation source identifier as associated entries in a database (column 2, lines 47- 
51, column 5, lines 3-5, 23-26, 35-41); 

• transmitting, from the first information processing apparatus to the terminal device, 
the user identifier and the generation source identifier to enable the terminal device, 
to request access to the external apparatus by sending the user identifier and the 
generation source identifier to the external apparatus and to enable the external 
apparatus to use the user identifier, the generation source identifier, and the 
database to identify the terminal device as being introduced by the first information 
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processing apparatus (column 2, lines 7-10, 37-41, column 9, lines 45-67, column 
11, lines 8-13, 43-50). 
Klug does not explicitly disclose: 

• A generation source identifier assigned to said information processing apparatus by 

the external apparatus. 
However, in an analogous art, Bezos teaches a system that enables businesses 
(associates) to market products in return for a commission that are sold from a 
merchant's web site. The associate grants the merchant a unique associate ID. This ID 
is used when linking to the associate's website (Abstract, column 16, lines 64-67, 
column 17, lines 5, 10-13). 

Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have found it obvious to implement or incorporate Bezos's assigning a source 
identifier by the external apparatus in Klug's apparatus allowing the task of marketing 
the merchant's products to be efficiently distributed among entities that have 
established reputations and exposure. 

As per claim 22, Klug discloses the information processing method according to claim 
20, wherein the request from the terminal device is a request to issue a user password 
identifying a user operating the terminal device and to issue an introduction password, 
the user password being the user identifier and the introduction password being the 
generation source identifier (column 2, lines 5-30). 
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As per claim 23, Klug discloses the information processing method according to claim 

22, wherein said receiving step includes receiving individual information of the user 
operating the terminal device (column 4, lines 20-30). 

As per claim 24, Klug discloses the information processing method according to claim 

23, wherein the user password and the introduction password are used for accessing 
homepage information contained within the external apparatus, and the introduction 
password identifies the homepage information of the information processing apparatus 
to the external apparatus (column 10, 10-35). 

As per claim 25, Klug discloses the information processing method according to claim 
23, further comprising: 

storing the received individual information (column 8, lines 40-55). 

As per claim 26, Klug discloses the information processing method according to claim 
25, wherein said generating step includes generating the user password in association 
with the received individual information and storing the user password in association 
with the individual information (column 4, lines 30-60). 

As per claim 27, Klug discloses the information processing method according to claim 
20, wherein the stored generation source identifier identifies homepage information 
(column 5, lines 23-40). 
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As per claim 28, Klug discloses the information processing method according to claim 
27, wherein an introduction password is stored as the generation source identifier 
(column 6, lines 5-37). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
The Office notes the following argument(s): 

(a) Klug and Bezos do not disclose or suggest transmitting a user identifier and a 
generation source identifier to the external apparatus to enable the external apparatus 
to record the user identifier and generation source identifier as associated in entries in a 
database. 

(b) Klug and Bezos do not disclose or suggest using the user identifier, and the 
generation source identifier, and the database to identify the terminal device as being 
introduced by said information processing apparatus. 

In response: 

(a) Klug teaches the registrar website (information processing apparatus) sending 
the third party website (external apparatus) the user's registration information (user 
identifier and generation source identifier). This information includes registrar user 
identification, password, city of residence, family size, etc). This information is sent to 
third party websites that the user would like to communicate with. The third party 
website (external apparatus) stores the registration information (user identifier and 
generation source identifier) in database (column 5, lines 2-5, 23-26, 35-40). 
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Therefore, Klug without a doubt discloses transmitting a user identifier and a generation 
source identifier to the external apparatus to enable the external apparatus to record the 
user identifier and generation source identifier as associated in entries in a database, 
(b) Klug teaches the registrar's website (information processing apparatus) 
supplying the user (terminal device) with a registrar user identifier and password so that 
the user is able to register with other third party websites. The identifier lets the third 
party websites know that further information can be received from the registrar's website 
where the user initially registered (column 2, lines 40-50, column 6, lines 2-15, column 
10, lines 3-10). 

Bezo further teaches the merchant's website (external apparatus) receiving referral 
information (user identifier, source identifier) to identify the customer (terminal device) 
and associate (information processing apparatus) that was the source of the referral. 
This information is used to give the referring associate credit for a sale that results from 
the customer contacting the merchant website (column 2, lines 1-10, column 7, lines 21- 
34). 

Therefore, Klug and Bezos indeed discloses using the user identifier, and the 
generation source identifier, and the database to identify the terminal device as being 
introduced by said information processing apparatus. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barbara N. Burgess whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3996. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00am-4:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Ettinene can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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